deluxe cruises

Cruise Details

Name: Discover Aegean & Ancient Wonders
Reference: EMERALD2G08231027-2
Operator: Emerald Cruises

Cruise Type: Ocean

Cruise Rating: Ultra Luxury

Ship: Emerald Raiya

Regions: Mediterranean

Departs On: 23 Oct 27

Departs From: Piraeus

Arrives On: 11 Nov 27

Arrives At: '‘Aqaba

Cruise Nights: 19

Total Vacation Days: 20

Itinerary

Day 1: Piraeus (Greece)

<p><p>This remarkable voyage in Greece and Turkey begins in Athens, where you'll be transferred
to your Emerald Cruises luxury yacht. This enthralling Greek city is one of the world’s oldest,
renowned for its ancient ruins and iconic landmarks such as the Acropolis and Parthenon, rich
culture and dynamic atmosphere.</p></p><p><span>Please book your flight to arrive into Athens
prior to 02:00 PM.</span></p>

Arrives On: 23 Oct 27

Day 2: Delos (Greece)

<p><p>A small rocky island at the heart of the Cyclades archipelago, Delos is one of the most

important mythological and archaeological sites in Greece. This UNESCO World Heritage Site is
home to a vast array of well-preserved ruins, extending to temples, dwellings, marketplaces and
theatres. Delos is also believed to be the birthplace of the Greek God Apollo and his twin sister,



Artemis.<br /><br />In the afternoon, you'll cruise to Mykonos, an island known for its white-sand
coastline lapped by cyan water and buzzy beach clubs. The main town is a labyrinth of narrow
stone-paved streets lined with whitewashed buildings, and filled with shops, cafés and restaurants.
The island's iconic windmills were constructed in the 16th century by the Venetians. Sixteen of
these windmills still exist today, including seven that are perched on a hill just south of Mykonos
Town. Away from the beaches, the island’s countryside is dotted with small villages, farms and
chapels.</p></p>

Arrives On: 24 Oct 27

Day 2: Mykonos (Greece)

Arrives On: 24 Oct 27

Day 3: Patmos (Greece)

<p><p>0ften referred to as the ‘Island of the Apocalypse’, Patmos is said to be where the Apostle
John wrote the Book of Revelation and is considered an important pilgrimage site in Europe. Its
historic centre Chora was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1981. It is an enchanting town
comprising whitewashed buildings and narrow cobblestone streets lined with traditional Greek
tavernas, shops and some 40 chapels. The island has a wild and rugged volcanic landscape that
rolls down to deserted pebbled beaches and the sparkling Aegean Sea. Spend time soaking up the
beauty, the spirituality and cultural significance of this island.</p></p>

Arrives On: 25 0ct 27

Day 4: Kusadasi (Turkey)

<p><p>Along Turkey’s western Aegean coast, Kusadasi was once a small fishing town but is now a
buzzy cruise port and beach resort filled with traditional Turkish markets and a thriving night
scene. Kusadasi is also the gateway to the ancient city of Ephesus, a UNESCO World Heritage-
listed Site and one of the ancient world's most important cities. Excavations have revealed ruins of
Hellenistic and Roman settlements and grand monuments, including the remains of the famed
Temple of Artemis, one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.</p></p>

Arrives On: 26 Oct 27

Day 5: Kos (Greece)

<p><p>The Dodecanese Island of Kos is home to millennia-old ancient ruins, including the famous
Asklepion, a traditional healing centre dedicated to the Greek God of medicine, Asklepios, and the

Castle of the Knights, a medieval fortress that has stunning views of the surrounding area. It's also
the birthplace of Hippocrates, one of the most well-known physicians of ancient Greece. The main



town is a mishmash of architectural styles, and you'll find whitewashed dwellings side by side with
Muslim mosques, 1930s Italian-style buildings and the medieval Neratzia Castle. Aside from its
staggering history, the island is also blessed with stunning beaches and crystal-clear
waters.</p></p>

Arrives On: 27 Oct 27

Day 6: Santorini (Greece)

<p><p>Known for its spectacular views, gleaming whitewashed architecture and legendary
sunsets, Santorini is a beloved Greek island. The island’s villages are dramatically built into the
cliffs of a caldera, a thousand-year-old volcanic crater that is beneath the ocean, offering jaw-
dropping vistas of the Aegean Sea. Its main towns Fira and Oia are instantly recognisable for their
whitewashed buildings that have been built into the caldera like caves and blue-domed churches,
many of which are adorned with hot-pink bougainvillea and prickly pear. Get lost in the winding
alleyways, which are home to tavernas, small bars and boutique stores, with many vantage points
of the caldera and beyond.</p></p>

Arrives On: 28 Oct 27

Day 7: Péros (Greece)

<p><p>Paros is another paradisiacal Greek island that has allured since the sixth century BC for its
high-quality marble, Parian marble, used for the construction of many temples and public buildings.
It's home to ancient ruins, Venetian castles and traditional Greek architecture and draws in visitors
to its stunning beaches, crystal-clear azure waters and charming local villages. The main town,
Parikia, is nestled on a hill overlooking the port. Its cobbled lanes are bustling with activity, lined
with shops, cafés and restaurants serving delicious local Greek cuisine. It also has an historic
Frankish castle built in the 1200s. The island’s other town, Naoussa, is a picturesque harbour
where wooden boats sway and waterside restaurants grill freshly caught seafood.</p></p>

Arrives On: 29 Oct 27

Day 8: Piraeus (Greece)

<p><p>This morning, enjoy time at leisure as you explore Athens, the ancient capital of Greece. The
historic birthplace of democracy and western civilization, this enthralling city offers a remarkable
array of architectural wonders and storied Greek heritage, including the iconic Acropolis and
Parthenon. You will find yourself charmed by Athen’s modern dynamism and vibrant Greek
lifestyle.<br /><br />In the afternoon, you'll be welcomed back on board your Emerald Cruises
luxury yacht for the second half of your incredible journey, discovering the captivating charms of
the Aegean and Middle Eastern regions.</p></p>

Arrives On: 30 Oct 27



Day 9: Syros (Greece)

<p><p>Your first port of call is Syros, a charming island located amid the Cyclades group of islands
in the sparkling Aegean Sea. Known for its rich history and vibrant culture, Syros is famed for its
unique architectural style, which reflects its storied historical development. The contrast between
the neoclassical mansions in Ermoupolis and the Cycladic-style whitewashed houses in other parts
of the island creates a distinctive aesthetic.</p></p>

Arrives On: 31 Oct 27

Day 10: Bodrum (Turkey)

<p><p>Stretching from Turkey’s southwest coast into the Aegean Sea, the stunning twin bays of
Bodrum are home to one of the ‘Seven Wonders of the World,” the Mausoleum at Halicarnassus,
built between 350 and 353 B.C. for the ruler, Mausolus. While Bodrum boasts a rich history, the city
itself is a modern playground for Turkish and foreign visitors alike, presenting two contrasting
sides in the east and west.</p></p>

Arrives On; 01 Nov 27

Day 11: Rhodes (Greece)

<p><p>0n the lovely Greek island of Rhodes, the Medieval City, or Old Town, is a must-see
attraction, recognised as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Encircled within four-kilometre (two-mile)
length of walls, the city’'s medieval buildings, the Street of the Knights and the Palace of the Grand
Master, give you a sense of being transported back to the Middle Ages. Known as the ‘Island of
Knights,’ delightful Rhodes is also famed for its delicious local dishes; be sure to sample
melekouni (a traditional sweet) and pitaroudia (chickpea fritters).</p></p>

Arrives On;: 02 Nov 27

Day 12: Antalya (Turkey)

<p><p>Today, you'll discover the Turkish resort city of Antalya. With its mesmerising landscapes of
dense forests, mountains and sun-soaked beaches lapped by azure waters, Antalya makes the
perfect paradise for nature lovers. History buffs will also be fascinated by the city’s rich history,
revealed in its well-preserved Old Town, Kaleigi. Here, the Roman-era harbour walls, Hellenistic
gates and Ottoman-era houses pay homage to the city's storied past.</p></p>

Arrives On: 03 Nov 27

Day 13: Limassol (Cyprus)

<p><p>Welcome to the beautiful island of Cyprus and Limassol, a city known for its rich culture,
and welcoming with a fascinating blend of Greek, Turkish, and British influences. Just south of



Limassol, the Akrotiri Salt Lake and wetlands are a haven for birdwatchers, especially in winter
when flocks of flamingos congregate here.</p></p>

Arrives On: 04 Nov 27

Day 14: Haifa (Israel)

<p><p>Your next stop is Israel’s third-largest city, Haifa, a bustling port city that offers stunning
seaside views and a vibrant urban life. A notable landmark is Mount Carmel, a coastal mountain
range that creates an impressive city backdrop. Perched atop Mount Carmel, you'll find the Shrine
of the Bab, a majestic golden-domed structure surrounded by the Baha'i Gardens, known as the
Hanging Gardens of Haifa.</p></p>

Arrives On: 05 Nov 27

Day 16: Suez (Egypt)

<p><p>Today, you'll navigate through the historic Suez Canal before reaching Egypt and next port
of call, Ain Sokhna. Constructed by Ferdinand de Lesseps and completed in 1869, this feat of
engineering connects the Mediterranean Sea and Red Sea, carving through 62-kilometres (100-
miles) of desert.</p></p>

Arrives On;: 07 Nov 27

Day 16: Ain Sukhna (Egypt)

Arrives On: 07 Nov 27

Day 17: Ain Sukhna (Egypt)

<p><p>Positioned on the western shores of the Red Sea's Gulf of Suez, Ain Sokhna presents an
elegant seaside town. Located two hours from the historic Egyptian capital, Cairo, Ain Sokhna is a
base for visiting the Great Pyramids of Giza, one of the stupendous ‘Seven Wonders of the Ancient
World.’</p></p>

Arrives On: 08 Nov 27

Day 18: Sharm El Sheikh (Egypt)

<p><p>0n the tip of Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula lies the glamorous resort city of Sharm el-Sheikh. Here,
the desert meets the sea, creating an environment rich in biodiversity and a melting pot of cultures.
Spend your day diving into the colourful world beneath the Red Sea’s shimmering surface, or take a
step back in time, strolling through the city’s ancient mosques and bustling bazaars steeped in
traditions.</p></p>



Arrives On: 09 Nov 27

Day 19: 'Agaba (Jordan)

<p><p>A picturesque city located on the southern tip of Jordan overlooking the Red Sea, Aqaba is a
history buffs’ delight for its rich history that dates back thousands of years. Archaeological sites
such as the Agaba Fort and Ayla ruins showcase its ancient past. Agaba also serves as a gateway
to the ancient city of Petra and Wadi Rum, known as the ‘Valley of the Moon’ and a UNESCO-
protected desert wilderness.</p></p>

Arrives On: 10 Nov 27

Day 20: 'Aqaba (Jordan)

<p><p>Your luxurious cruise and memorable cruise draws to a conclusion on the southern tip of
Agaba, Jordan, a picturesque city with a rich history dating back thousands of years. Aqaba is a
history buff's dream for its esteemed archaeological sites such as the Aqaba Fort and is also the
gateway to the ancient city of Petra and incredible Wadi Rum, the ‘Valley of the Moon’ and a
UNESCO-protected desert wilderness.<br /><br />From the yacht, you'll be transferred to the airport
for your return flight home, or to continue your holiday.</p></p><p><span>Please book your flight
to depart out of Agaba after 11:00 AM.</span></p><p><p>The itinerary is a guide only and may be
amended for operational reasons. As such Emerald Cruises cannot guarantee the cruise will
operated unaltered from the itinerary states above.</p></p>

Arrives On: 11 Nov 27

For more information on this cruise, please call +44 (0)1202 767926.
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